to pension schemes, because of mis-selling fears 25 (28:1/109, 1.5; 27:4/108, 1.5). A new report shows one in five people aged 65 and over could generate extra income through equity release. 26 Most people want the state to continue providing pensions, according to research 27 (28:1/109, 1.5). The Liberal Democrats suggested using compulsory second pension contributions as an economic regulator. 28 1. 6 Child benefit for the first or eldest eligible child will rise in April 1999 by £2.95 per week to £14.40; the increase also applies to relevant means-tested benefits 29 (27: 4/108, 1.2). The number of 'live' and assessed child support cases rose to 785,600 in May 1998 30 (28: 1/109, 1.6; 27:4/108, 1.6). A new report examines child support cases from client and agency perspectives. 31 The first annual report of the independent case examiner fully or partially upheld the client's complaint in 93 per cent of cases involving lengthy investigation 32 (26:4/104, 1.6; 26:3/103, 1.6).
1.7
The Benefit Fraud Inspectorate examined small councils' difficulties in preventing fraud (see 4.4 below) 33 (28:1/109, 1.7; 26:3/103, 1.7). The government published a code of practice for data matching between departments 34 (27:1/105, 1.7; 26:4/104, 1.7).
1. 8 Plans for changes in disability benefits were announced 35 (28:1/109, 1.8; 27:3/107, 1.8). These included proposals to phase out severe disablement allowances for new claimants over 20; extend the higher rate of the mobility component of disability living allowance (DLA) to 3-and 4-year-old severely disabled children; restrict incapacity benefit to those with recent work records; and reduce incapacity benefit for people with weekly occupational pensions over £50. The Benefits Integrity Project, checking DLA entitlement, will be replaced by a new system (27:4/108, 1.7; 27:4/108, 1.8). The Industrial Injuries Advisory Council is reviewing the list of occupational diseases attracting benefit, especially occupational deafness 36 (26: 4/104, 1.8).
1.9
The Fabian Society set up a commission on citizenship and taxation. 37 Standards for government approval of Individual Savings Accounts were relaxed, to cover virtually all unit and investment trusts 38 (27: 3/107, 1.9).
Health care
2.1 Research found only 3 per cent of the public saying financial reasons prevented them getting necessary medical care, compared with 53 per cent in the US 39 (27:1/1105, 2.2). But the National Consumer Council (NCC) says fewer poor people are seeing their doctors and dentists than five years ago 40 (27:1/105, 2.2; 25:3/99, 2.8). The first national survey of National Health Service (NHS) patients started 41 (27:3/107, 2.1).
3.4
Graduate applications for teacher training fell again, 82 and the government plans action to tackle teacher recruitment 83 and headteacher training 84 (27:3/107, 3.4; 26:4/104, 3.5). The Education and Employment Committee will hold an inquiry into the schools inspectorate 85 (27: 4/108, 3.4; 27:2/106, 3.3). A new report says the inspectorate is too hard on schools in disadvantaged areas. 86 The Chief Inspector was reappointed; good schools will have 'lightertouch' inspections. 87 Two state schools are the first run wholly or partly by private companies 88 (27: 3/107, 3.1; 27:2/106, 3.1). Two LEAs were ordered to improve after critical inspections 89 (28:1/109, 3.4; 27:3/107, 3.4).
3.5
An advisory group was set up on gifted children. 90 The Audit Commission says the fate of children with learning difficulties remains a lottery. 91 New guidance was published to help special schools plan improvements following inspections. 3. 6 Nearly one in three children expelled from school had been to prison before age 23 
3.9
The Public Accounts Committee criticised standards in some further education colleges. 104 Fewer mature students are applying for university places, according to a report 105 (26: 3/103, 3.6). The Higher Education Funding Council proposed giving universities additional funds for recruiting more students from poor backgrounds 106 (26:4/104, 3.6). From September 1999, tuition for part-time students on benefits will be free. 107 The government announced new funding for adult education, 108 113 Three in four people from minority ethnic groups approaching Shelter for advice last year were homeless, facing homelessness or living in unsuitable temporary accommodation. 114 One good practice guide focuses on temporary social housing schemes, 115 and another on county court housing advice and representation schemes for people facing repossession. 4.3 Consultation began on increasing local authorities' discretion in using housing capital allocations 117 
Personal social services

5.1
The personal social services budget per capita for 1998-99 varied from £95 to £420, according to official statistics. 142 In a survey, under one in ten social services directors believed the public rate social services as good. 143 The health service and social services were set targets for working together over the next three years. 144 Government proposals for bridging the gap between health and social services, including the option to pool budgets, 145 caused fears that some NHS services would no longer be free. 146 Joint LEA and social services inspections are being piloted. 147 A new publication examines models for adult social services provision. 
5.2
The number of children looked after by local authorities in England at 31 March 1998 was 53,700 -4 per cent more than in 1997 -of whom 66 per cent were fostered 149 151 The Social Services Inspectorate found huge geographical variations in standards of care and protection for children. 152 The government launched a three-year programme with targets to improve local authority children's services 153 (28:1/109, 5.2). A report on child neglect revealed widespread confusion over definition and appropriate action. 154 A report examines how social services departments can support vulnerable children in school. 155 New guidelines give adoption higher priority, and rule out 'unjustified' restrictions against potential adoptive parents on race, culture or health grounds 156 (26:4/104, 5.3; 26:3/103, 5.3). Over half of adopted children were given up as babies, but adoption took an average four years, says a new study 157 (27:2/106, 5.2; 26:3/103, 5.3).
5.3
Gross weekly expenditure on residential care in local authority staffed homes for older people varied from £125 to over £750 per supported resident in 1997-98. 158 The final report of a study examining the effect on spouses and children of an older person's admission to a care home was published 159 (26:4/104, 5.5; 25:4/100, 5.3). The Office of Fair Trading says care homes fail to provide vital information to elderly people and their families. 160 The Act clarifying local authorities' duty to contribute towards care costs for people with limited assets was implemented 161 (28:1/109, 5.3; 27:4/108, 5.3). Social and health care arrangements for older people leaving hospital still need to be improved, according to a new report 162 
5.4
In 1998-99, hourly expenditure on home help/care varied between £4 and £30. 164 The final report of a study of collaboration between health and social services was published. 165 A report on community care rights work found poor communication systems and shifting policies makes it difficult for those affected to keep up to date. 166 Another study looked at befriending services for community care users. 167 A survey found more than 100,000 people over 75 caring full-time for a spouse or other dependent relative/friend. 168 A review examined services for adults with learning difficulties living at home with older family carers. 169 The government announced terms of reference for its national carers' strategy 170 6.2 A new study showed the chances of being a crime victim are much lower in rural areas. 178 The government published guidance on conducting local crime audits and developing strategies to combat crime. 179 Official figures show the first overall drop in crime in England and Wales since 1981, and less concern about crime than in 1995. 180 Recorded crime fell in 1997-98 for the fifth consecutive year 181 3). One theme of the Social Exclusion Unit report on the poorest estates (see 4.6 above) was getting people into work. 220 A new report urges the relaxation of regulations to speed up regeneration in deprived areas, including allowing unemployed residents to undertake unlimited voluntary work on benefit. 221 The government obtained an increase of over two-thirds in European Social Fund money to help people back to work 222 ). An additional £30 million over three years will fund further measures to help disabled people into work. 230 The government's decision to lower the threshold at which businesses must observe the Disability Discrimination Act from twenty to fifteen employees was criticised by disability groups 231 (28:1/109, 7.5; 27:4/108, 7.5).
7.6
Provisional data for May 1998 show 1.3 million unemployed jobseeker's allowance (JSA) claimants, a decrease of 7 per cent since February 232 (28:1/109, 7.6; 27:4/108, 7.6). The government plans a 'single gateway' to benefit for people of working age, with a compulsory interview with a personal adviser for most claimants (see 1.2 above). 233 7.7 Draft regulations were published for the national minimum wage 234 (28:1/109, 7.7; 27:4/108, 7.7). Research shows the minimum wage will cover 600,000 fewer employees than the wages councils did prior to abolition.
235
International evidence shows minimum wages need not cause a significant adverse effect on jobs if set at a 'sensible level'. 236 The average earnings index is being rebased to 1995. 237 Average gross weekly earnings of full-time adults with pay unaffected by absence were £384 in April 1998, a 4. 6 
8.3
An advisory body was set up on improving employment opportunites for black and Asian people (see 7.5 above). 261 The longest ever racial discrimination case, against a senior council official in Hackney, was won by the victim 
8.4
Government research says more black than white people are arrested on weak evidence. 267 In evidence to the inquiry into Stephen Lawrence's murder, the Metropolitan Police Commissioner denied officers were corrupt or racist; 
9.
The voluntary sector 9.1 Legacy income for the top 100 charities rose 19 per cent in 1997, to nearly £500 million 272 (27:4/108, 9.2; 26:1/101, 9.2). Charities employ almost half a million paid staff -almost 2 per cent of the UK workforce, and more than now work in agriculture or clothing manufacture -and over 3 million volunteers, according to a survey by the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) 273 (26:3/103, 9.2). NCVO has also produced a guide to contracts with public bodies for voluntary organisations 274 (27:1/105, 9.3; 26:4/104, 9.1).
9.2
The National Council for Voluntary Youth Service launched the 'gimme five challenge', a competition for boys and young men to analyse a problem and outline solutions. 275 A new study of mutual aid and self-help suggests they may be distorted by attempts to incorporate them into mainstream initiatives. 276 9.3 The Charities Aid Foundation published a profile of trusts funding work with children and young people. 277 It is revising its directory of grant-making trusts to become a 'one-stop shop' on trust funding, and to include profiles of some major trusts 278 (26:4/104, 9.4).
9.4
Camelot, the National Lottery operator, is to conduct a social audit of itself 279 (28:1/109, 9.4; 27:3/107, 9.3). The government announced an extra £50 million of National Lottery money for each of the four 'good causes' -arts, sport, charities and heritage -over the next three years. 280 But it was criticised for deciding that from 2001, a third of all 'good cause' money will go to government projects under the New Opportunities Fund 281 (27:4/108, 9.3; 27:3/107, 9.3). 283 a constitutional commission suggests giving it powers to scrutinise European legislation and protect human rights 284 (27:3/107, 10.1; 27:2/106, 10.1). But peers themselves warned against abolishing hereditary peers' rights before ideas for reform were clear. 285 The initial report of the working party on electoral procedures proposed short-term changes, including encouraging voter participation, and longer-term reforms requiring legislation 286 (27: 2). One new study finds that whilst women get promoted at the same rate as men, they stay at the bottom of the scale for their new grade. 306 NHS trusts in England must review their employment policies to ensure equal career development opportunities for male and female nurses. 307 Military commanders are to have compulsory training in equal opportunities on race and gender 308 (27:4/108, 8.4 ; 27:2/106, 11.3). A study says family-friendly employment policies are cutting the jobless rate among women. 309 11.3 One in five sex abusers of young boys is a woman, some under male partners' influence, according to a new report. 310 A survey of male perceptions of violence on television found some men believe rape may be justifiable in real life. 311 Research shows more young women turning to crime, but no increase in violent girl gangs. 312 The TUC says stress, repetitive strain injuries and violent assaults are more likely to affect women. 313 12.2 A poll finds only one in four people believe parents should stay together for their children's sake. 320 With the introduction of 'approved premises' for weddings, more people are opting for civil marriages. 321 British lone parents are likely to be younger, poorer, less well-educated and have more children than others in Europe. 322 A study of 'open access' parenting programmes found most parents thought they would use the service. 323 Another study finds only a few family centres work regularly with black families. 
Local government
11.4
